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MORELAND SCHOOL

1947 – 1954

Our Elementary Years
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Compiled by Ken Bravo

With lots of help from the microfilm 

reels of the Sun Newspapers at the 

Cleveland Heights – University Heights 

Public Library and the Cleveland Press 

Archives at Cleveland State University



The Year Was 1947

• WWII was over

• The county was returning to a peacetime 
economy

• Moreland School was on South Moreland near 
the intersection of Kinsman and Lee

• Our telephone numbers had 2 letters and 4 
numbers

• Doctors made house calls

• Shaker Heights was expanding with new homes 
and businesses
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The Year Was 1947

• The Pledge of Allegiance did not contain 

the phrase “under God” which was not 

added until June 14, 1954

• Our flag had 48 stars (It didn’t change 

until Alaska became a state on January 3, 

1959; Hawaii followed suit on August 21, 

1959)
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Fred Heinlen was already coaching 

at Shaker
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We bought our shoes and had our 

feet x-rayed 
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In April, Gruber’s opened at 

Moreland Center
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The Zephyr Room was already on Kinsman 

and the Shaker Show (we never called it 

Theater) was already open
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The Vogue Theater opened and 

there was also the Fairmount
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Howard’s was on Kinsman but 

close to Lee
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Lota Kelly was also on Kinsman
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There was plenty of ice cream 
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Zinner’s Florist was on Kinsman (later 

it  moved to the corner of Lee)
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And there was C.L. Nicholls for our 

sporting goods
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The Rapid got an escalator 

downtown
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And so we came to Moreland 

School

• I don’t recall if I walked to Kindergarten 

but I do recall that I usually walked to 

school, in all sorts of weather, until I was 

old enough to ride my bike

• Thanks to Judy Lazarus Yellen and 

Marilyn Landau we do have a 

Kindergarten photo of one class
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Our Principal

Charles A. Thornton
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And We Learned Our School 

Song



Moreland School Song

This land of ours is full of schools

There are schools both great and small, 

But when it comes to praising them

Why Moreland

Beats them all.

I am proud of Moreland

Is Moreland proud of me?

What she needs is boys and girls

Filled with the loyalty.

When we work, when we play

With our school friends dear

Good citizens we will be

So, I’ll proud, be proud, be proud of Moreland School

And I’ll will make her proud of me.
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In early 1948, while we were still in 

Kindergarten, Blaushild’s opened on 

Kinsman
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About the same time Manner’s opened at 

Warrensville Center and Kinsman
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As our Kindergarten year wound down, 

there were other news stories of interest
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Who knew that Mr. Thornton was 

also the principal at Fernway?
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Remember the wonderful summer 

program at Moreland? At $2 per week!!

(c) Kenneth A. Bravo 2018 to the 

extent not otherwise copyrighted



Although we were too young, there were also 

summer courses.  Remember any of the teachers?
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As we moved into summer, our 

parents worried about polio
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As we were preparing for first grade, Moreland 

School became the local draft headquarters
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The Board of Education Hired New 

Teachers
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Shortly before school began, Halle 

Bros. opened at Shaker Square
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Again, thanks to Judy and Marilyn 

we have a first grade picture
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Zinner’s Florist moved to their new 

location
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The fall of 1948 also brought the World 

Series; school was cancelled for a 

“once-in-a-generation” event
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In October, Fisher Foods opened 

on Kinsman near Lee
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At the same time, the Winslow 

Road Extension was opened
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Remember Viny’s Hardware at 

Scottsdale and Lee? 
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Moreland School Has a Christmas 

Operetta 
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We even had a small grocery store 

across Lee Road from Moreland
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Mr. Thornton also ran the 

Recreation Department
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Over the summer between 1st and 2nd 

grade, James Halderman was hired as 

Shaker’s football coach
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And Edward “Zip” Zednick was hired was 

hired as his assistant
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Shaker opened a new post office 

on Lee Road
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New teachers were hired
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And introduced at the PTA meeting
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Here’s one second grade class
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I believe that this is also second 

grade (the other class)
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Although we were probably still too young, 

there was Kinsman-Lee Bowling
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In March of 1950, our telephone numbers 

changed and an additional “1” was added 

after the exchange
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A new Dairy Queen opened on Lee 

near Scottsdale
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While we were between 2nd and 3rd grade, 

Robert Rice was hired by Shaker
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More New Teachers Were Hired for 

What Would Be Our 3rd Grade Year
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Shaker Heights Began to Look at 

Using Radar
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Miss Shaker Shop Opened
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As 1951 was beginning, the new 

Library on Lee Rd. opened
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As 1950 was drawing to a close, Mayor 

William Van Aken passed away
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This led to a movement to change 

the name of South Moreland
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Which occurred in June of 1951
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In April, Mrs. Keim’s 5th grade 

class presented “Hansel and 

Gretel”
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Remember our Civil Defense 

Drills?
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In May, Mosters Opened on Lee 

Road
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According to the Cleveland Press, “Ronald Sabatos, Harvey Laidman, Walter 

Berghauser, Milton Kaufman, Charles Kalan, Kenneth Bravo, and Paul 

Kathrens dress up for the freak show at the Shaker Heights circus”
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Over the summer, Moreland won the 

Playground League Baseball Title
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September 1951 and we start 

4th grade



The PTA starts a pre-school unit
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Shaker Heights was growing and 

needed a new elementary school
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In December, we had a holiday 

program
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1952 started with a PTA program for our 

parents to learn about Moreland
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Followed by a program on pre-

school
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In May, Ignatius Sanna was hired 

as a phys ed teacher at Shaker
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And that same month, Solomon’s 

opened at Cedar-Center
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Summer 1952 – Russell Rupp goes to 

Europe to teach GIs about football officiating
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In September we started 5th grade and in 

December the entire school participated in Miss 

Casey’s 3rd grade class Christmas program
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Remember how the Moreland gym was 

open over Christmas vacation?
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1953 began with a PTA panel discussing 

Moreland and its educational system
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Also early in 1953, Van Aken 

Center Opened
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Miss Foss left to become principal at 

Ludlow; replaced by Miss Hosford
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In February, the PTA celebrated 

Lincoln’s birthday
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The PTA also had a series of 

parent education courses
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Remember when Daylight Saving 

Time was a local option?
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And B & K on Kinsman for bikes?
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The May PTA meeting had an 

original song
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Then summer vacation

No more pencils

No more books

No more teachers’ dirty looks



Over the summer, Shaker Savings 

moved into its new home on Kinsman

(c) Kenneth A. Bravo 2018 to the 

extent not otherwise copyrighted



Looking at the last farm for a new 

junior high (ultimately Byron)
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September

We’re finally in 6th grade



In October, Mr. Thornton was honored 

for 20 years as Moreland’s principal
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In the fall, all of the PTAs got new 

presidents
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In mid-November, Heinen opens its 

new store on Kinsman 
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This ad from 1954 reminds us of 

how we called home
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A water tower in Beachwood helps 

the eastern suburbs
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New York Bakery opens at Lee and 

Walden
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The PTA elects new officers
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Dorothy Cooper provided this photo
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In the summer after 6th grade, 

Musicarnival opened
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Post Script

• In the fall of 1954, we moved on to Shaker 

Heights Junior High School

• Two years later, without changing 

buildings, we were at Woodbury Junior 

High and going to school half days (in the 

morning)
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Charles Thornton

• Retired as the principal of Moreland 

School in 1956
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Charles Thornton

• Retired as the principal of Moreland 

School in 1956

• In 1958 he retired from his position as 

Shaker Heights Recreation Director

(c) Kenneth A. Bravo 2018 to the 

extent not otherwise copyrighted



(c) Kenneth A. Bravo 2018 to the 

extent not otherwise copyrighted



Charles Thornton

• Retired as the principal of Moreland 

School in 1956

• In 1958 he retired from his position as 

Shaker Heights Recreation Director

• The park on Farnsleigh Road bears his 

name
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Charles Thornton

• Retired as the principal of Moreland 

School in 1956

• In 1958 he retired from his position as 

Shaker Heights Recreation Director

• The park on Farnsleigh Road bears his 

name

• In July, 1971, he passed away in Hawaii
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Whatever happened to (our 

teachers)?

• Tracking down our teachers has proven to 

be a difficult task

• Most were woman and, for many, I never 

knew their first name

• Many probably married and I don’t know 

their married name

• Others may have moved out of town

• So here is what I have
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Martin Meshenberg

He and his wife are currently living 

at The Greens of Lyndhurst



Michael J. De Paola (1915 – 1968)
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Blodwen Davies (1892 – 1972)
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Clara Neustadt (1906 – 1987)

• Cleveland Jewish News, Jan. 23, 1987
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Mildred G. Keim (1902 – 1990)
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Allan R. Raymond (1927 - 2010)

• Al was born in Avalon, Pennsylvania, and shortly after 
his high school graduation in 1945, joined the US Navy. 
He served aboard the USS Repose and USS Sussex, 
traveling to both the Asiatic Pacific and American 
Theaters. He returned from the service in 1949 and 
enrolled in The State Teachers College of West Chester, 
PA. This is where he met his future wife, Mary Lou 
Bollman, and shortly after they both graduated in 1953, 
they were married and moved to the Cleveland Area. 
Both Al and Mary Lou began their teaching careers in 
the Shaker Heights School System. Mary Lou went on to 
teach in the elementary schools of the South Euclid-
Lyndhurst system for a total of 30 years and Al was a 
teacher/coach in the Shaker system for 38 years. 
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Allan R. Raymond (cont.)

• Al coached and taught Physical Education in Byron 
Junior High before he went to the high school as an 
assistant football coach for five years and then as the 
head football coach for twenty three years. He was also 
a basketball coach and the varsity golf coach. His 1967 
Golf Team won the Ohio State Title. His 1985 Varsity 
Football Team was undefeated and earned him the 
Greater Cleveland Coaches Association’s Coach of the 
Year Award. He was named the Lake Erie League 
Football Coach of the Year on three different occasions. 
Al was also an avid high-average bowler and scratch 
golfer even after his retirement in 1990. Al is survived by
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Allan R. Raymond (cont.)

• his wife, Mary Lou Raymond (nee Bollman) of Lyndhurst, 
OH, his sons, Charles M. of Lakewood, OH, and David 
S. (Patricia) of Twinsburg, OH. Al’s son, William A., died 
in 1993. He was the dear grandfather of Brandon, Diana 
and Thomas. The family prefers that those who wish 
may make contributions in his name to The Hospice of 
the Western Reserve, 300 E. 185th St., Cleveland, OH 
44119 or an organization of choice. Family interment will 
be held in Knollwood Cemetery. FRIENDS MAY CALL 
AT BROWN-FORWARD FUNERAL HOME, 17022 
CHAGRIN BLVD., SHAKER HTS., OH, SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 10TH FROM 5-7 PM. BROWN-FORWARD 
SERVICE 216 752-1200 
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“I remember playing football with Al Raymond at Moreland School way 

back in the early '50s when I was in elementary school there ... and then 

seeing him regularly throughout my days in the Shaker System. He was 

always someone special to me ... his straightforward and dignified 

manner, his no-nonsense approach to others and, I sense, to life which 

was usually accompanied by his warm smile, his friendliness, and his 

unstated message that he cared. I will never forget him.”

Posted on Tributes.com by: Rabbi Roger C. Klein Beachwood, OH Jan 

08, 2010 
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