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SHAKER HEIGHTS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Board of Trustees 
Regular Meeting 

June 16, 2025 

Attendance 

Members Present: Dr. Barnard, Dr. Bynum, Dr. Rogen, Mr. Turner, Mr. Yépez 

Members Absent: Ms. Cole-Kelly, Ms. Tendulkar 

Staff Present: Ms. Ritchey, Ms. Switzer, Implementation Team 

Dr. Barnard called the regular meeting of the Shaker Heights Public Library Board 
of Trustees to order at 6:32 p.m. at the Main Library. 

Roll Call: Dr. Barnard, Dr. Bynum, Dr. Rogen, Mr. Turner, Mr. Yépez 
 
President’s Report 

A. Board By-Laws  

Ms. Switzer noted that she shared the draft revisions to the Bylaws on June 6, 
2025. These draft changes are to permit virtual meetings pursuant to Ohio 
Revised Code Section 121.221. Dr. Barnard suggested a slight change to Section 
nine, item four, and trustees agreed to it. 

2025-20 Dr. Bynum moved, and Mr. Turner seconded the motion to accept 
the revisions to the by-laws as agreed upon during the meeting.  

Roll Call: Ayes: Dr. Barnard, Dr. Bynum, Dr. Rogen, Mr. Turner, Mr. Yépez 

Nays: None. Motion carried. 

Presentation: Jessica Smith, Youth Services Department 

Ms. Smith presented information on the Youth Services Department. 

Consent Agenda 

• Approval of Minutes – May 19, 2025, Regular Meeting 
• Gifts to be accepted and appropriated to the designated funds 

 
General Fund (101-6510) 

Jacobson Multimedia, LLC $25 
 
Marilyn Kamer Memorial Fund (109-6510) 

Randy Kammer 
            In Memory of Cecile Goetz 

 
$25 

 
2025-21 Dr. Bynum moved, and Mr. Turner seconded the motion to accept 

the consent agenda items as submitted.  

Roll Call: Ayes: Dr. Barnard, Dr. Bynum, Dr. Rogen, Mr. Turner, Mr. Yépez 
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Nays: None. Motion carried. 

Fiscal Officer’s Report 

A. 2023-2024 Audit 

Ms. Ritchey reported that the 2023-2024 audit has begun.  All the board members 
will receive a questionnaire from the auditors. The auditors anticipate the audit will 
be completed by the end of October. 

Director’s Report 

A. Director’s Report 

Ms. Switzer shared her written report.  

B. Legislative Update 

Ms. Switzer provided an update regarding Substitute House Bill (HB) 96 (State of 
Ohio operating budget), HB 309 (Budget Commissions & Property Tax) and HB 335 
(County Budget Commission, Property & Sales Tax). She noted that HB 96 would 
reduce the budget further than the Ohio House version of the bill by eliminating 
an additional $10.3 million annually from the PLF before funds are distributed to 
counties.  It also keeps the language about library materials in the House version, 
which says public libraries “shall place material related to sexual orientation or 
gender identity or expression in a portion of the public library that is not primarily 
open to the view of persons under the age of eighteen.” Additionally, the bill 
reduces public library trustee terms from seven to four years. The state biennial 
budget is supposed to be approved by June 30. 

C. Personnel Policies: PM 711.4 Hours of Work by Employee Status, PM 851 
(Bereavement Leave) 

2025-22  Dr. Rogen moved, and Dr. Bynum seconded the motion to accept 
the personnel policy revisions as submitted.  

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Dr. Barnard, Dr. Bynum, Dr. Rogen, Mr. Turner, Mr. Yépez 

Nays: None. Motion carried. 

New Business 

A. Personnel Action 

Hired: 
Emily Lohr, Technology Experience Specialist, full-time, level 22, effective 
5/12/2025 
 
Position Change: 
Caitlin Hunter, Youth Services Associate to Youth Services Associate 
Substitute, part-time, level 18, effective 5/6/2025  
 

B. Other New Business 
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None. 

Adjournment 

Since there was no further business to discuss, Dr. Bynum moved, and Mr. Turner 
seconded the motion to adjourn the regular board meeting at 7:25 p.m. and trustees 
unanimously agreed. The next regular meeting of the Shaker Heights Public Library 
Board of Trustees is scheduled for Monday, July 28, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

            
     Laura Barnard, President 

            
     Susan Ritchey, Fiscal Officer 

            
     Rajani Tendulkar, Secretary 


